Travellers In Sthrn, India (1500-80)

first arrival, as it was clearly to his advantage
that there should be as many channels as possi-
ble by which Asiatic products might reach
Europe. It was only the intrigues of the Moor-
ish traders, who were bound to be hard hit by
Portuguese competition, that caused him to
change his friendly tactics, Camoens has a verse
that admirably sums up his attitude :

But should you have the wish In merchandize
With us to trade, this fertile land is blessed
With all the richest wares the East supplies,
Cloves, cinnamon, and spices of the best,
Most potent drugs whose virtues all attest:
If then for precious stones jour bosom pants,
Of rubies rare, and diamonds we 're possessed.
In heaps; nor deem these boasts, or idle vaunts,
Our rich and ample store by far exceeds your wants.*

Varthema is very clear as to the excellent con-
ditions under which trade was carried on at
Calicut before the arrival of the Portuguese. He
tells us there was a fixed customs duty at the
place of entry or of embarkation; and the
perfect freedom from petty persecution, which
it is clear from his narrative they enjoyed, con-
trasts favourably with the treatment later on
meted out to the early traders in the land of
the " Great Mogul/5 of which mention will be
made later.

As regards the internal administration of the
city, our attention is first drawn to the legal
system in force there. On its impartiality

* ii, 4, Duffs Translation.
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